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REGIONAL TOURISM PROJECTS — NATIONAL PARKS 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.13 pm]: I would like to 
inform the house of the state government’s royalties for regions program delivering a $20 million boost to 
regional tourism projects throughout Western Australia’s most popular national parks.  

Minister for Environment Hon Donna Faragher recently announced the projects in Kalbarri, a top tourism 
destination where we are investing $5.8 million to improve an 11-kilometre stretch of road that takes more than 
30 000 vehicles each year to spectacular locations along the Murchison River, such as the Z Bend and Nature’s 
Window. In addition, we will be spending a further $700 000 on visitor infrastructure, primarily focusing on 
upgrading walk trails and installing bike tracks in the park. The $20 million funding package will make a visit to 
Western Australia’s spectacular parks more enjoyable and, along with the recent launch of the Rediscover Parks 
campaign, will encourage more people to visit our great national parks. 

The funding will also help expand the Naturebank initiative to provide tourists and local holidaymakers with the 
option to explore some of the great landscapes within easy reach of world-class ecotourism accommodation. 
Naturebank is a joint initiative of the Department of Environment and Conservation and Tourism WA that 
identifies and prepares suitable sites for culturally and environmentally sustainable tourist accommodation. 
When we look at breathtaking tourism destinations such as the Bungle Bungle Range at Purnululu National Park, 
we can see why it is important to provide facilities that meet the expectations of local and international tourists 
who are drawn to the awe-inspiring beauty of Western Australia’s natural environment. The investment through 
royalties for regions and Naturebank is to encourage visionary tourism operators to grow their businesses by 
investing in accommodation and experiences within the state’s best national parks in an environmentally 
sustainable way. This would provide a boost to the nature-based tourism industry, employment and other 
business opportunities in regional Western Australia. The funding from royalties for regions also aims to provide 
more affordable caravan and camping opportunities, which is one of the many recommendations of the 
Economics and Industry Standing Committee inquiry into caravan and camping in Western Australia that the 
Liberal–National government has supported. 

The projects that will share the $20 million royalties for regions investment over the next four years are 
improved camping and visitor facilities at Lane Poole Reserve, Cape Range National Park, Wellington National 
Park, Yalgorup National Park, Serpentine National Park, Torndirrup National Park and Kalbarri National Park. 
Naturebank sites to be upgraded include the Francois Peron National Park, Purnululu National Park, Cape Le 
Grande National Park, Windjana Gorge National Park and Wharncliffe Mill. There will be better and safer roads 
in both Kalbarri National Park and Karajini National Park.  

I am very happy that we as a government have been able to respond to that parliamentary inquiry and to deliver 
such a boost to improving our national parks for tourism and all Western Australians. 
 


